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On July 6, indigenous leader Mauricia Castro said Honduran Indians plan to abstain from voting in
the Nov. 28 general elections to protest the state of "marginalization, injustice and abandonment"
they have been subjected to since the transition to civilian rule in 1981. Indigenous groups are
estimated to comprise about 10% of the Honduran population. Castro president of an organization
of Xicaque Indians in Yoro department said that, among the array of existing problems between
indigenous groups and the government, the principal conflict regards official incompliance with
an agreement to respect Indian land rights signed during the administration of president Roberto
Suazo (1982-1986). According to Castro, in open violation of the agreement, the three successive
civilian administrations have failed to intervene against outsiders who claim ownership of lands that
have been held by Indians for generations. Castro estimates that as many as 90% of all Honduran
indigenous may heed the proposed electoral boycott. She said that in past elections, the standard
practice has been for political party representatives to send trucks out to the Indian villages in
order to take voters to regional polling centers in nearby towns and cities. She added that most
Indians usually voted, based on the hope that casting a ballot could result in an improvement
of their situation. But, according to Castro, few Indians still retain such hopes. In other electionrelated developments, on July 8, Organization of American States (OAS) electoral observer chief
Mario Gonzalez arrived in Tegucigalpa. During his visit, Gonzalez planned to reach agreement
with local party and government officials regarding the size of the eventual OAS electoral observer
mission and a timetable for deployment of the mission. National Electoral Tribunal (Tribunal
Nacional de Elecciones, TNE) president Juan Ramon Martinez confirmed that the TNE members
had met with Gonzalez to push the government's request that the OAS observer mission provide
assistance for a purge of the voter registration lists. The TNE members also repeated the call to
establish a nationwide vote tallying system that would greatly reduce the amount of time necessary
for the release of official results. Traditionally, delays in the release of official election results
have aggravated accusations of fraud in Honduran elections. In addition to his meetings with
TNE officials, Gonzalez held separate discussions with the presidential candidates from the two
principal parties the National Party's Oswaldo Ramos Soto and the Liberal Party's Carlos Roberto
Reina as well as with other political party leaders and government officials. Before departing the
country on July 13, Gonzalez confirmed that the OAS will provide some financial assistance for the
elections, adding that the OAS observer mission indeed plans to work with the TNE in cleaning up
the voter lists and improving the ballot tallying system. In the most recent warning of potential fraud
in this year's general elections, the opposition Liberal Party has claimed that the National Party
successfully registered about 100,000 minors, and managed to block removal from the registration
lists of about 80,000 names pertaining to deceased persons. (Sources: Agence France-Presse,
07/06/93, 07/08/93; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 07/13/93)
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